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SHAME
ON ON YOUYOU  

SIR PETER!SIR PETER!

WHO WOULD HAVE BELIEVED THAT THE MAN WHO CLOSED THIS LOCAL 
SCHOOL (PLUS FIVE OTHERS), CLOSED HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY ACROSS 
LEICESTER AND CLOSED ST MARGARET�S BATHS WOULD TRY TO BE OUR MP!

● Mary Linwood School was closed by 
Sir Peter Soulsby,  Labour�s candidate 
in the Leicester South by-election, 
children now have to be bussed miles 
out of Leicester to get to school as a 
result of his savage cuts.

Local residents are furious that 
Leicester�s King of Cuts has 
been selected by Labour as 

their candidate in the Leicester South 
byelection.

The man best known for getting 
local Council Tax payers to fund his 
fat cat pay rises and for closing local 
schools, old peoples homes, Granby 
Halls and St Margarets Baths is now 

asking local residents to give him a 
last chance � after electors kicked 
him off Leicester City Council in favour 
of the Liberal Democrats.

Many Labour voters are joining with 
Liberal Democrats across Leicester 
South and lending their vote to Parmjit 
Gill, the Lib Dem candidate, who is 
the only person that can stop Labour�s 
King of Cuts from winning here.

SUCCESS FOR PENSIONERS:

Lib Dems 
saved my 
bus pass
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BACK PAGE EXTRA:       BATTLE AGAINST LABOUR’S POST OFFICE AXE CONTINUES Pay 
back
not
lay
back
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TOP UP FEES 

EVEN MRS THATCHER THOUGHT 

THEY WERE A STEP TOO FAR!

Local Lib Dem Parmjit Gill met recently with 

University of Leicester students to discuss 

top-up fees — Labour’s “Poll Tax on learning.”

Full story page 2
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Leicester students say: �Stop 
Labour�s poll tax on learning�

Lib Dem Parmjit Gill met 
recently with University of 

Leicester students to discuss 
top-up fees � Labour�s �Poll Tax 
on learning.�

Parmjit Gill said: �It is 
incredible that on the 25th 
anniversary of Margaret 
Thatcher�s election we see 

Labour implementing one of 
her policies � one that even she 
thought was a step too far. She 
was happy to introduce Michael 
Howard�s Poll Tax, but it has been 
left to Tony Blair to introduce her 
Poll Tax on Learning.� 

Parmjit Gill and Leicester 
Liberal Democrats have 

redoubled their campaign to 
scrap tuition fees after research 
by Barclays Bank showed 
average student debt in England 
and Wales jumped 10% in 2003 
� the average student now 
leaves higher education owing 
£12,069 through credit cards, 
bank and student loans.

�Once again, Higher Education 
will be reserved for the rich, as 
real fear of debt keeps low and 
middle income families out of 
going to university.

Midlands students already 
have the highest average debt 
levels, the Þ gures suggest.� said 
Parmjit Gill.

● Parmjit Gill meets Leicester students. Even Margaret Thatcher thought that top-up fees 
were a step too far � it has taken Tony Blair to introduce the �Poll Tax on learning.�
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WhatWhat  TheThe  Papers  Say…Say…
…in the fraught byelection of Leicester South… 
a strong challenge is expected from the Liberal 
Democrats… [Labour candidate Sir Peter Soulsby] 
lost his council seat to the Liberal Democrats last 
year… and will be desperate to prevent a further 
Lib Dem advance… Much will depend on whether 
Respect… siphon off some of the anti-war vote due 
to go to the Liberal Democrats The Guardian

…in Leicester South and Birmingham Hodge Hill 
Senior Labour fi gures are resigned to losing both 
seats as voters take revenge on Mr Blair for the war 
with Iraq.                     Daily Telegraph

[Labour’s] candidate in Leicester South, Sir Peter 
Soulsby… was denounced as “the person most 
noted for awarding himself fat cat pay rises when he 
was the top Labour man on Leicester council and 
for the massive council tax rises he infl icted on local 
residents”    The Independent

The Government has not yet woken up to the 
full scale of the humiliation that awaits it at 
next month’s Leicester South by-election
        The Spectator

Last year, voters in these areas [Highfi elds, St 
Matthew’s and the Castle ward] ended Labour 
rule in Leicester City Council by electing seven 
Lib Dems.  Leicester Mercury

…Strategists working for Michael Howard have 
decided that the Tories have almost no chance 
of taking the two seats being fought next 
month                The Scotsman

Conservative Central Offi ce is not predicting 
victory in either seat              The Scotsman

In Leicester South, Labour has selected.. Sir Peter 
Soulsby amid fears they face a tough challenge from 
Lib Dems who are hoping to exploit anger over policy 
in Iraq                                                          BBC News

…it looks as if the Lib Dems will be the main 
benefi ciaries of any Labour upset - aspiring to 
repeat their triumph in Brent East last year
                                          The Independent

Community 
leaders meet 
with Kennedy

Leader of the Liberal Democrats Charles 
Kennedy came to Leicester to join 
Parmjit Gill at a meeting with leaders 

of the local community.
Mr Kennedy said: �I wanted to hear the views 

of local community leaders on the key issues 
affecting Leicester and Britain as a whole.�

COMMENT
Time for a change
Leicester is changing. For years 

the City Council was controlled 

by Labour, local voters voted 

for them year after year. But 

nothing got any better, in fact 

things got worse and worse.

Who can forget the local 

anger when Sir Peter Soulsby 

had our local schools boarded 

up and Leicester children 

started having to make long 

journeys, often in the dark, just 

to get to the nearest school.

Happily the days of Labour’s 

cuts are over, and there is a 

spirit of revival in the City as the 

Liberal Democrats get stuck in 

to the task of reversing years of 

Labour mismanagement.

Tell us the truth
Of course Labour don’t tell 

the truth about their cuts in 

Leicester, they conveniently 

forget them. 

And it isn’t just locally that 

people want the truth from 

Labour, we also want the truth 

about the war in Iraq from 

Tony Blair.
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Scrap Council Tax: 
Massive response 
to Lib Dem petiton

Good news for 

Tenants Associations
Every tenant in Leicester could 

benefi t from a Tenants Association 

under plans announced by the Lib 

Dems. Th e Lib Dems are providing 

enough money to fund 30-40 new 

tenants associations.

Up to now Tenants Associations 

have been funded under a scheme 

set up by Labour which meant that 

80% of the money went to just four 

Tenants Associations. Funding for 

each property under Labour varied 

massively from £45 to as little as 

62p - from a total of £183,000.

Support for 

community groups
Community groups in Leicester 

have until Friday to rush in their 

bids to Leicester City Council to 

bid for a slice of a new £700,000 

support fund.

Councillor Hussain Suleman, the 

city council’s Lib Dem 

cabinet spokesman on 

education and lifelong 

learning, said: “We 

are hoping for some 

exciting and innovative 

projects.”

Tory plans to extend 

Lincoln home
Permission was expected to be 

granted for the Conservative 

candidate in the Leicester South 

byelection to extend his home at a 

meeting of Lincoln City Council’s 

Development Control Committee 

this week.

Th e candidate, who lives in Lin-

coln, has applied for a three storey 

rear extension.       (Lincoln Echo)

News 
in Brief

New Zebra Crossing
City centre Lib Dem councillor 

Debbie Almey has supported the 

request from parents of St Johns the 

Baptist C of E Primary School for 

a new zebra crossing outside their 

school on Clarendon Park Road.

Debbie said: “Th e safety of local 

children is paramount, and I am 

pleased the Lib 

Dem led City 

Council have 

agreed to the 

request from 

local parents.”

Lib Dem Councillors have announced 
a major success for pensioners in 
Leicester with the announcement 

that concessionary travel is to be re-
instated for people travelling outside of 
the city. 

Concessionary passes can be used 
on trains as well, thanks to the Lib 
Dem initiative. The move is designed to 
counteract the problems caused by the 
Labour Government�s Post OfÞ ce closures. 

The Liberal Democrats have acted after 
listening to local pensioners concerns 
about post ofÞ ce closures in Leicester. 
Many local pensioners are concerned 
that they will have to travel considerable 

distances in order to reach their nearest 
post ofÞ ce.

Councillor Dean Ramsdale, Lib Dem 
Cabinet link to Transport, said: �The Liberal 
Democrats have shown that they are 
listening to local people. 

�We have heard Leicester residents� 
concerns about having to travel miles to 
reach their local post ofÞ ces because of 
Labour�s closure program. 

�This news will be a boost to many 
residents in Leicester and demonstrates 
the Liberal Democrats commitment to 
listening to local people, unlike Labour who 
for years have run roughshod over local 
residents.�

LIB DEM SUCCESS 
ON PENSIONERS 

BUS PASSES

Up, up and away!
The spiralling cost of Labour in Leicester

Council Tax (Band D)
1998/99 � £765
2003/4 � £1042

LABOUR has picked former 
council leader Sir Peter Soulsby to 
Þ ght the Leicester South by-election... 
During his leadership the council 
closed six secondary schools.. cut 
scores of services, and he became 
one of the Þ rst council leaders in 
England to receive an allowance of 
more than £20,000.
Leicester Mercury

WHOOPS!
Michael Howard�s candidate in 
the Leicester South by-election 
has attacked how much the city 
charges local people in Council 
Tax.

What the Tory candidate can�t have 
noticed from his Lincoln home 
is that on 29th February every 
Leicester Conservative councillor  
voted for the Council Tax!

There has been a 
massive response to 
Parmjit Gill�s petition 

to scrap the unfair Council 
Tax.

Speaking as Charles 
Kennedy visited Leicester, 
Parmjit Gill said: �Council 
Tax is grossly unfair. The 
Liberal Democrats want 
Council Tax abolished and 
replaced with a system 
based on people�s ability to 
pay. If enough people back 
the campaign, ministers 
will have to listen.�

Local residents can 
sign the petition to scrap 
Council Tax online at: 
www.leicester-libdems.org.uk

● Lib Dem Leader Charles Kennedy MP meets local Leicester residents. 
He is campaigning with Parmjit Gill to get rid of the unfair Council Tax.

● The Lib Dems have 
listened to local 
residents� concerns and 
have announced that 
concessionary travel 
is to be reinstated for 
pensioners travelling 
outside the city.

Cllr Suleman

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 
RECYCLING

RECYCLED PAPER MADE UP 68.6% 
OF THE RAW MATERIAL FOR UK 

NEWSPAPERS IN 2003
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South Leicester NEWS

Boundary Road Sub Post Offi ce
Labour axe falls 18th August
Action speaks louder than words. 
When Michael Howard was a member of the 
Conservative Government between 1979 and 
1997. A massive 4,000 Post Offi ce branches 
closed in a wave of savage cuts. 

West Knighton Sub Post Offi ce
Labour axe falls 17th July
Post Offi ce Ltd say that branch closures are 
being caused because of Labour policies in-
cluding “the prospect of even less business once 
the Department of Works and Pensions transfers 
payments directly into bank accounts.”

East Park Road Sub Post Offi ce
Labour axe set to fall soon
Leicester West Labour MP Patricia Hewitt is 
the “Minister for Post Offi ce Closures.” 
It is decisions made in Mrs Hewitt’s offi ce in 
Whitehall that are responsible for Leicester 
Post Offi ce branches closing.

South Knighton Sub Post Offi ce
Labour axe hangs in threat
Local Liberal Democrat candidate Parmjit 
Gill has been collecting petition signatures 
demanding that the Government and Royal 
Mail stop the wave of closures of our Post 
Offi ces.

Clarendon Park Sub Post Offi ce
Saved - for now - from Labour’s axe
Action by the local residents, strongly            
supported by Liberal Democrat Councillor 
Debbie Almey, has saved Clarendon Park Sub 
Post Offi ce in Queens Road from Labour’s 
axe - for now.

Parmjit Gill Þ ghts against 
Labour plans to close our 
local Post OfÞ ces
Government policies are causing yet 

more Post OfÞ ces to close.
Hundreds more Post OfÞ ces are being 

axed as a second wave of closures sweeps 
across the country.

Parmjit Gill and the Liberal Democrats 
have been Þ ghing the cuts locally.

The Conservative candidate in the 
Leicester South by-election, who recently 
arrived in Leicester from his Lincoln 
home,  claims to have been involved in the 
campaign to save Leicester Post OfÞ ces 
- but shot himself in the foot when he 
didn�t know the difference between South 
Knighton and West Knighton Post OfÞ ces 
in his campaign leaß ets. 

The last Conservative Government axed 
4,000 Post OfÞ ces.

TORY MAN FROM LINCOLN IN TROUBLE 
AS HOWARD�S ADVISORS 
THROW IN THE TOWEL

Lib 
Dem 
42%

Lab 
27% Con 20%

!

The Tory 
from 

Lincoln 
can�t 

win here

!  It�s Lib Dem or Labour in 
Leicester South as last year�s 
City Council elections show.

The hopes of the Conservative 
candidate in the Leicester South 
by-election have been dashed 

by revelations in the Conservative 
press that Tory bosses have thrown 
in the towel.

The Scotsman newspaper, which 
has the same owners as the Daily 
Telegraph, reported this week that 
�Strategists working for Michael 
Howard have decided that the Tories 
have almost no chance�.

Any breakthrough the Tories had 
hoped for has not materialised, and 
they are heading for third in Leicester 

South � all the newspapers say that 
the Liberal Democrats are  the only 
serious challengers to Labour in 
Leicester South.

Not the local choice
Conservative hopes have been  

shattered by not having a local 
candidate to stand in the by-election 
� their candidate has to make a 108 
mile round trip from his Lincoln home 
to visit Leicester each day. 

Some local people have asked 
if they will have to make the same 
trip to see him if he were elected. 
Fortunately for them, bookmakers 
make a Tory win a very long-shot.

CRIMINALS 
TO FACE 
�PAYBACK� 
UNDER     
LIB DEM 
PLANS

Liberal Democrat Leader, Rt Hon Charles
Kennedy MP, during a visit to Leicester
launched new plans to refocus the

national debate on crime and punishment
in Britain.  

The Liberal Democrats plan new-style  
sentences that give courts a tougher,
more challenging alternative to prison for 
non-violent offenders.  Making use of the
latest technology, Liberal Democrats would
introduce high-tech, high-supervision,
high-visibility sentences which would
require criminals to repay victims and 
communities.

The plans would see non-violent offenders
carrying out intensive and useful work,
identiÞ ed by local people, under close 
supervision using the latest tagging and
tracking technology.

Commenting Mr Kennedy said: �If
someone commits a crime, it is fair that they 
repay their victims and make amends.  That 
is the basic principle behind our proposals 
today.

�New technology means we can design
tailor-made community sentences which 
keep the public safe and ensure that
offenders work to repay their victims and 
communities.  

�For many criminals prison is an 
occupational hazard.  It is the soft option
that locks them up for a few months in all-
expenses paid accommodation with three 
meals a day, a gym, pool table and a TV.  

�It is time to change that.  Rather than
taxpayers forking out thousands of pounds
to keep a non-violent offender in prison for a 
few weeks, it is time to get something back.
Victims of crime and the communities they
live in are entitled to repayment for the 
crimes they have suffered.

�Conservative Central Office 
is not predicting victory�

The Scotsman


