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IT�S 
SO 
CLOSE!
With just a few days to go, local people 

are set to decide whether to make 
Labour�s Sir Peter Soulsby or local Lib 

Dem Parmjit Gill their next MP.
All the signs are that Charles Kennedy�s 

party may be inching ahead.  Residents from 
different areas are set to protest against Tony 

Blair�s Labour candidate over issues such as 
Iraq, Post OfÞ ce closures and student �top up 
fees�.

The record of Labour�s candidate in massively 
increasing council tax and closing local schools 
such as Mary Linwood, St Margaret�s baths and 
the Granby Halls have also been at the heart of 

the campaign.
The Conservatives have fought hard in small 

parts of the constituency but cannot win as they 
have very little support in the inner city areas. 
Many Conservatives are switching to the Lib 
Dems to help achieve a narrow win over Tony 
Blair�s Labour candidate.

● Charles Kennedy 
and Parmjit Gill 

are preparing for 
a close race with 

Labour.



THE CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE

from Lincoln has run in to 

trouble for supporting Sir 

Peter Soulsby’s decision 

to close Mary Linwood 

School. Mr Heaton Harris 

has also been under fi re for 

exaggerating Conservative support in 

the by-election.  

Th ere is very little Tory support in 

much of South Leicester.  He is expected 

to resume his work in Brussels as a 

Member of the European Parliament, 

to which he was 

only re-elected a 

few weeks ago.   

Conservative 

supporters want-

ing to “give Tony 

Blair a bloody 

nose” are switch-

ing to the Liberal 

Democrats.
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LABOUR’S SIR PETER SOULSBY

has been unable to stem the 

fl ow of votes away from his 

party. 

Local residents are angry  

over Iraq and his own 

record of massive council 

tax increases and closing 

local schools such as Mary Linwood 

as well as St. Margaret’s Baths and the 

Granby Halls. 

Every Labour leafl et so far attacks 

the Liberal Democrats who are the 

only threat to La-

bour retaining the 

seat.  

Sir Peter is hop-

ing to encourage 

enough support 

for the Conserva-

tives in order 

to split the vote 

against him.

THE LIB DEMS PARMJIT GILL 

must be encouraged to be 

winning the poster war 

across the constituency.  

Th e Lib Dems are the only 

party strongly placed in 

almost every area.  

Newspapers and televi-

sion commentators identify the Liberal 

Democrats as the clear challengers to 

Labour – as in the last local elections 

when they knocked Sir Peter Soulsby 

off  the council.  

Th eir candi-

date Parmjit Gill 

is Leicester born 

and bred and has 

had strong sup-

port from Charles 

Kennedy who 

says that he will 

be an excellent 

local MP.

THE LINE UP FOR 
LEICESTER SOUTH

Viewers of a live TV 
debate between the
candidates in the

Leicester South byelection
were stunned when Labour 
candidate Sir Peter Souls-
by, clearly showing signs 
of desperation as Labour
support plunges, said: �I 
am not making any apolo-
gies at all for closing Mary 
Linwood School, I am proud
of the fact�.

When Sir Peter was
in charge of Leicester
he closed six secondary 
schools in the city.

Sir Peter struggled to de-
fend Labour�s record on the 
war in Iraq and the school
closures and got increas-
ingly agitated. Sir Peter
started waving his Þ nger 
and pointing at Lib Dem
candidate Parmjit Gill, who
highlighted the Lib Dems 
opposition to the war and 
to Sir Peter�s closures.
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SHAME
ONON YOUYOU

SIR PETER!SIR PETER!
WHO WOULD HAVE BELIEVED THAT THE MAN WHO CLOSED THIS LOCAL 
SCHOOL (PLUS FIVE OTHERS), CLOSED HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY ACROSS 
LEICESTERANDCLOSEDSTMARGARET�SBATHS WOULDTRYTOBEOURMP!

● Mary Linwood School was closed by Sir Peter Soulsby,  Labour�s candidate in the Leicester South by-election, children now have to be bussed miles out of Leicester to get to school as a result of his savage cuts.

Local residents are furious that Leicester�s King of Cuts has been selected by Labour as their candidate in the Leicester South byelection.
The man best known for getting local Council Tax payers to fund his fat cat pay rises and for closing local schools, old peoples homes, Granby Halls and St Margarets Baths is now 

asking local residents to give him a last chance � after electors kicked him off Leicester City Council in favour of the Liberal Democrats.Many Labour voters are joining with Liberal Democrats across Leicester South and lending their vote to Parmjit Gill, the Lib Dem candidate, who is the only person that can stop Labour�s King of Cuts from winning here.

SUCCESS FOR PENSIONERS:
Lib Dems 
saved my 
bus pass
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BACK PAGE EXTRA:       BATTLE AGAINST LABOUR’S POST OFFICE AXE CONTINUES
Pay 
back
not
lay
back
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TOP UP FEES EVEN MRS THATCHER THOUGHT THEY WERE A STEP TOO FAR!
Local Lib Dem Parmjit Gill met recently with University of Leicester students to discuss top-up fees — Labour’s “Poll Tax on learning.”Full story page 2

● Lib Dem candidate Parmjit Gill calmly watches as MATV Live Talk host Satish Visavadia holds 
out his hand in an attempt to calm down Labour candidate Sir Peter Soulsby. Sir Peter became 
increasingly agitated during a TV debate as he struggled to defend Labour�s record in Iraq and his 
own record when he was Leicester�s King of Cuts.
● Right: How the South Leicester News reported Sir Peter�s shameful record last week.

�I am not making any apologies �I am not making any apologies 
at all for closing Mary Linwood at all for closing Mary Linwood 
School, I am proud of the fact�School, I am proud of the fact�

Sir Peter SoulsbySir Peter Soulsby
Labour candidate Labour candidate 

in Leicester Southin Leicester South

�It seems to me that the Labour 
Party is very worried about a 
Liberal Democrat surge going on in 
Leicester�

Andrew Marr 
BBC Political 
Editor

VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER

NOTICE
Despite untrue and misleading reports in some 
political leafl ets, the St. Peters/Stoughton 
Street Tenants Association has NOT been 
closed by the Liberal Democrat led council.

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Thursday

9.30 - 12.30
2.30 - 4.30

Friday
9.30 - 12.30

Lib Dem MP Simon Hughes and Parmjit Gill 
visit the St. Peters/Stoughton Street T.A.

SHAME:  Sir Peter defends his school closures
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 
RECYCLING

RECYCLED PAPER MADE UP 68.6% 
OF THE RAW MATERIAL FOR UK 

NEWSPAPERS IN 2003

Leicester is 
on the up!
Just twelve months ago the people of Leicester kicked out 

the Labour Council after years of neglect. 
Under successive Labour leaders, including Sir Peter 

Soulsby, local people had suffered debt, closures and spiralling 
Council Tax levels. 

Under Labour, Council Tax in Leicester rose by an astonishing 
77% in just six years � that is more than £400.

This year Liberal Democrat councillors voted to keep the in-
crease down to just 8%, despite Labour leaving a £10 million 

hole in the council�s budget.
Liberal Democrat councillors are investing:

● £3.0 million more for crime prevention.
● £4.5 million more for local schools.
● £2.0 million more for social care and health
● £1.3 million more for parks and environment.
● More investment in repairs to our community centres after 
years of Labour neglect.
● A new £700,000 fund for local community groups.

What are people saying on the streets?

I have voted by post for 
the Liberal Democrat. 
Charles Kennedy is doing 
a good job in trying to 
get the truth about the 
war in Iraq out of Blair.

There is no Green 
candidate standing and 
Friends of the Earth 
scored the Lib Dems top 
- so I’m backing them on 
Thursday.

Only Parmjit Gill can beat 
Tony Blair’s man. A vote 
for Respect would not 
only be wasted, it would 
split the vote against Blair. 
I back the Lib Dem.

I supported the 
Conservatives, but they 
can’t win on Thursday. 
Parmjit Gill has my 
support, only he can beat 
the Labour man.

I was a Labour member, 
but voting Labour on 
Thursday would be a 
thumbs up to Tony Blair 
and George W. Bush. I’m 
backing Parmjit Gill.

 September at Brent East. Anal-
ysis by PA News shows they 
would have comfortably taken the 
seat on the basis of votes cast in the 
constituency [last year].. Liberal 
Democrats averaged 10,838 (42.2%), 
Labour 6,997 (27.2%), Tories 5,203 
(20.3%).. Liberal Democrats won 14 of 
the city council seats in the constitu-
ency, compared with two each for 
Labour and Tory.  Leicester 
South could give Liberal Demo-
crats the chance to follow up 
their triumph last September at Brent 
East. Analysis by PA News shows they 
would have comfortably taken the 
seat on the basis of votes cast in the 
constituency [last year].. Liberal 
Democrats averaged 10,838 (42.2%), 
Labour 6,997 (27.2%), Tories 5,203 
(20.3%).. Liberal Democrats won 14 of 

t h e 
city 

council seats in the constituen-

WhatWhat  
TheThe  
PapersPapers  
SaySay

THE Liberal Democrats are begin-
ning to scent an upset in Leicester 
South  THE TIMES

Respect.. may draw anti-war 
votes from the Lib Dems in a 
ballot that is likely to be close
      THE TIMES

the Liberal Democrats.. in Leices-
ter South.. appear to be the most 
credible challengers to Labour. 
They are the odds-on favourites, 
according to the bookies    
THE INDEPENDENT

Ironically, it is Labour’s arch 
enemies who could rescue them. 
If the Conservatives succeed in 
increasing their vote, the Liberal 
Democrats could be deprived of 
victory. It is not surprising then 
that Labour’s literature stops short 
of attacking the Tories, focusing 
its fi re on the Liberal Democrats. 
THE INDEPENDENT

On the streets, many voters 
seemed to see the Liberal 
Democrats as favourites. 
“Leicester is very multicultural” 
said Romona Bates, a young 
mother. “Most people here don’t 
like the war       
DAILY TELEGRAPH

Our prediction last weekend of the 
chances of winning was LIBD 45%: 
LAB 30%: CON 25%. If the betting 
markets are right this would be a 
sensational result for the Lib Dems.. 
Although there is still a week and a 
half to go out CALL is BACK the 
Lib Dems at 6/5.. Last Saturday 
we suggested that they had a 45% 
chance because of their strong local 
government base - they were top 
party in the local elections in the 
constituency in 2003  
politicalbetting.com

● Parmjit Gill has been showing Charles Kennedy 
the investment that the Liberal Democrat led 
Council has been making in local services.
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Lib Dems are bookies favourites
Top bookmakers, such as William Hill, have 

made the Liberal Democrats the favourites to 
win the Leicester South byelection � but it is 
close with Labour only just behind them.

Michael Howard will be 
disappointed to see that 
the Conservatives are 4/1 
against rank outsiders, as 
the election has become 
a two horse race between 
the Lib Dems and Labour.

Odds aren�t being 
quoted on Respect � who 
are set to come a distant 
fourth.

The odds offered by the 
bookmakers reß ect the 
coverage of the national 
press, who have increas-
ingly concentrated on 
the challenge by Charles 

Kennedy�s  Liberal Democrats to Labour in Leicester.
Liberal Democrat candidate Parmjit Gill said: �This 

says that most people think that I stand the best 
chance of winning. But it is votes in the ballot box that 
count � not bets at the bookmakers. I know that it will 
be neck and neck between myself and Tony Blair�s 
man on Thursday, and every vote for him or me will 
count.�

Michael Howard: bookies 
say he will come third in 
Leicester.

● William Hill�s website www.willhill.com has the 
Lib Dems as favourites to win in Leicester South, 
with the Conservatives out of the race.

Charles Kennedy, 
leader of 
the Liberal 

Democrats, has set out 
the �Pupils� Guarantee� 
� a Þ ve point promise 
to every child for 
quality education. 

The Guarantee 
includes Þ rst 
class teachers; 
a personalised 
curriculum; smaller 
classes; fewer tests; 
state of the art schools 
and colleges.

Parmjit Gill, Liberal 
Democrat candidate 
in the Leicester South 
byelection said: �These 
are Þ ve promises for a 
bright start for all, not 
just a few.�

Kennedy sets out Lib Dem �Pupils� Guarantee�

�WMDs may never be found�
Tony Blair has Þ nally been forced to admit to MPs 
that weapons of mass destruction may never be 
found in Iraq.

The Labour leader has until now always insisted 
that they would somehow eventually turn up. In 
Leicester South, the Iraq War is a major issue in the 
byelection.  Parmjit Gill was opposed to the war.

Only the Liberal Democrats can beat Tony Blair� 
Labour candidate here.

�We are asked to 
accept that, contrary 
to all intelligence, 
Saddam decided to 
destroy 
those 
weapons. 
I say that 
such a claim 
is palpably 
absurd.�

Tony Blair
18 March 2003

�I have to accept that 
we have not found 

them and may never 
find them. 

He [Saddam] 
may have 
removed 

or hidden 
or even 

destroyed 
those weapons�

Tony Blair
6 March 2004


