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 INTRODUCTION
The Liberal Democrat Group became the single
largest party at the City Council Elections in May 2003
and sought to establish a three party coalition to form
an administration to run the City of Leicester. In the
event Labour declined to join such a coalition which
resulted in a joint Liberal Democrat Conservative
administration being formed with the Lib Dems  taking
6 Cabinet posts and the Conservatives 3 posts.

 VALUE FOR MONEY
The Liberal Democrats promised in their 2003 City
Council election manifesto to deliver value for money
by keeping council tax increases to affordable levels
and avoid the above inflation increases in Council
tax regularly delivered by Labour. By working hard at
securing major efficiency savings within the Council,
the Liberal Democrat led administration has delivered
below inflation council tax rises for 3 years in a row -
one of the only cities in Britain to achieve such a target.
This has been done without cuts to front line services
and is an approach we want to continue by pressing
forward with the Council Business Improvement
Scheme.

 ECONOMIC REGENERATION
The joint administration pushed ahead with the
regeneration of the City Centre in a dramatic way.
The new Performing Arts Centre is now well on the
way to completion, the Creative Business Depot in
the Cultural Quarter was completed successfully and
plans for a Depot 2 are now under active
consideration. A massive new retail development
extension of the Shires with a new John Lewis Store
and a new City Centre Cinema included in the
development, is now under construction. At the same
time a site was identified for a new Science Park close
to the National Space Centre and the building of this
alongside the development of the Waterside is now
commencing.

Liberal Democrat candidates at this election are

seeking a mandate to complete these plans and at
the same time extend regeneration into other areas
of the City alongside the new ‘£250 million
investment’ in rebuilding all City Secondary Schools,
having successfully bid for funding under the
Building Schools for the Future Scheme (BSF).

 EDUCATION
Committed to improving education standards
throughout the City, the Liberal Democrats have a
proven record of building and developing Schools
in contrast to the previous Labour administration
which had closed 6 secondary schools and created,
in New College, a school far too big and unwieldy
for its purpose. In contrast the new Liberal Democrat
led administration authorised the building of a new
Academy on the Linwood Site, brought the Islamic
Academy within the state sector as a Voluntary Aided
School. We successfully bid for £250 million of BSF
funding from the Government, built 12 childrens
centres in different parts of the City, started the first
primary school building programme for many years
with new schools opened at Queensmead; and
schools in course of rebuilding at Crescent and
Taylor. Under new management, New College came
out of Special Measures and we plan to re-establish
it as a BSF school of a more manageable size.

Under our administration ten Childrens Centres have
been established across the City and we plan to
open eight more during the next 12 months.

 CRIME AND DISORDER
The Liberal Democrats have followed up actions on
improved street lighting, installation of alleygates,
extra CCTV cameras and a range of other crime
prevention measures, many of these through the
Leicester Crime and Disorder Partnership. In
addition we have pioneered policies of restorative
justice, whereby offenders are required to make
recompense for their offences and their victims
where appropriate.

In our new Capital Programme the Liberal Democrat



led administration has set aside an additional
£400,000 for crime prevention measures.

 THE ENVIRONMENT
The Liberal Democrats have long been committed
to embedding environmental concerns into all
aspects of our policies. The Liberal Democrat led
administration has seen the first significant moves
towards renewable sources of energy within the City,
often linked to education - for example with wind
turbines attached to schools, ground heating and
solar power schemes.  At this election the Liberal
Democrats are seeking a mandate to extend the
scope of these type of schemes and develop the
widest possible use of sustainable energy
throughout the City.

The City Council recently set up a Climate Change
sub-group which is taking these ideas forward.

We have also pressed ahead with Groundwork
Environ to set up a construction waste recycling
facility within the City, as advocated in the 2003
Liberal Democrat Manifesto.

We have steadily increased recycling and ‘recovery
rates’ throughout the City and opened up the new
Ball Mill at Bursom in order to recover and recycle
as much household waste as possible. We also
removed the charge for collecting bulk items by
introducing free collection of bulk items (up to 5
items in any 2 month period) and introduced a new
team to seek to combat flytipping throughout the
City.

We have instituted a programme of improving
allotments, which has resulted in a much increased
take up of allotments particularly by women and
younger people. We plan to continue this process
over the next four years.

 PARKS
As a result of major investment in City Parks by the
new Liberal Democrat led administration since 2003,
huge improvements have taken place in the care

and maintenance of City Parks. In the past two years,
4 green flags have been awarded each year to
different City Parks (compared to a maximum of 1
green flag achieved under Labour). The City Park
Force was voted the winner of the “Park Force of
the Year” award for England and Wales in 2006 .  In
addition, the City has won a number of Britain in
Bloom awards and tens of thousands of new bulbs
have been planted throughout the City.

We plan to extend this work and encourage the wider
usage of City Parks. At the same time we plan to
institute a programme of improving our football
pitches throughout the City.

 HOUSING
The Liberal Democrats are committed to providing
more affordable housing within the City. Many
schemes have been developed as part of our
regeneration policies. In addition the administration
set up ‘HOME COME’ in 2004. An arms length
housing association it takes over empty homes and
puts them into good order for renting to people on
the housing waiting list. This scheme, devised by
the Liberal Democrats, is unique to Leicester. We
plan to expand and develop its role in the years
ahead.

We also built the Dawn Centre, a multi disciplinary
centre for the homeless, completed in 2005, which
is one of the most advanced of its type in the country.
We will continue to encourage independent living for
vulnerable people by providing quality social care.

 TRAFFIC AND HIGHWAYS
Having introduced more modern bus shelters and
extended the Star-Trak real time information facilities,
we have seen bus usage increase throughout the
City and have introduced free travel for senior citizens
throughout both the City and the County.

We put additional money into highways and
pavement maintenance and also took over on street
parking management in January 2007.  We have also
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worked on a major programme of improvement in pavement safety,
which we plan to develop and have also encouraged the development
of safer routes to schools which we plan to expand into new areas.

 COMMUNITY FACILITIES
The Liberal Democrats are keen to develop improved local community
facilities in a variety of ways and anticipate achieving much of this
through schemes like Building Schools for the Future. Examples of
achievements to date include, the reopening of the Fosse Centre to
community use, the building of the Brite Centre in Braunstone and the
new library built at Hamilton as well as moves towards local community
governance in buildings like the Braunstone Cort Crescent Community
Centre and the Highfields Centre.  We criticised the tendency under
Labour for buildings to be pulled down before a replacement facility
was agreed (eg Granby Halls, St. Margarets Baths).

 GOVERNANCE
The Liberal Democrats committed themselves at the 2003 local
elections to set up Area Committees in the City. The first of these was
in full operation by 2004. Initially boycotted by the Labour Group, these
are open to all members of the public. they provide opportunities for
public questions and debate and now have budgets which enable them
to spend money on local facilities in much the same way as a parish
council does. We aim to roll these out to all parts of the City by the end
of the year.

Liberal Democrats are keen to see Scrutiny Committees play an ever
wider part in policy making and policy formulation.

In completing all the above the Liberal Democrats also propose:

! To extend the scope of volunteering within the City

! To encourage all Liberal Democrat Councillors to report back
regularly to local residents, usually by means of local Focus
Newsletters

! To encourage councillors of all parties to work together for the
future of the City and to refrain from negative politics and name
calling

! To develop models of local neighbourhood management
throughout the City, reporting directly to local Area Committees.
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